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Table 1: A Comparison of National Surveys *of Resicjential Preference In the 
United States from 1948 to 1972 ^ . • 



Residential Preference 



Survey ^ 

and Date Large City 



Rural Areas 



Other 



Total 



Roper • - 
1948 

Gallup 
1966 

Gallup 
1968 

Gallup 
1970 

Gallup ' 
' 1971 

. Population 
Commission 
1971 

Gallup 
p.972 



NORC 
1972 



15 
22 
18 
18 

17 
13 

13 



44 

49" 

56 

55 

56 

53 

55 
53 



41 



29 



26 



27 



%6 



34 



32 



38 



100 



100 

100 

100 
100 

100 
100 



^Sources of data: 194-8 Roper Study cited in L4e, et al. (1971:33). 1966 Gallup 
Poll: Gallup Political Index (1966) , No. 10./l968 Gallup Poll cited in Zuiches 
and Fuguitt (1973:628). 1970,. 1971, 1972, Gallup Polls: Gallup Opinion Index 
(1970, 1971, 1972), Nos. 57, 74, and 90. 1971 Population' C9mnii8sion Study cited 
in Mazie and Rawlings (19,73 ;605i. 1972 NO^ study cited in Fuguitt and Zuiches 
(1975:495). 

b ■ ' / 

Large City definitions are: Rope* - Larafe City; Gallup - City; Population Com- 
mission - Large Urban; NORC - City over S00,000. [ 

*^Rural Areas definitions are: Roper - country and small town; Gallup - Farm and 
small town; Population Commission - f^m, open country, and small town; NORC - 
rural area and places imder 10,000. 

*^Other definition includes all resi<i^ual categories of places not included in 
the definition given for Large City and Rural Areas. 
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Appendix Table 3. 



Questions and Response Categories for Surveys of 
Residential Preference in the United States 1948-1972, 



NATIONAL STUDIES 



Roper, 1948: "If you had a choice, where would you like best* to live — 
in the country, a small town, ^ small city, a suburb, or 
, a large city?" 



(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 



Choices: 

Large City 
Suburb 
Small City 
Small Town 
County 



Gallup, 1966": "If you could live anywhere' in the United States that^you 

1970: wanted to, would you prefer a city, auburban area^ small town, 
. 1971: or farin?" 
1972: . ^ . 

Choices:' 



(1) City 

(2) Suburb 

(3) Small Town 

(4) Farm 



/^^ Population ' * / 

Commission, 1971: "Where would you prefer to live? On a farm, open country 

(not on a farm), in a small town, ip a .small city, in .a ' 
mediuiii-si^e city, in a large city,' in a suburb of a medium- 
size city, in a suburb of a large city?" 

Choices: ^ 

"I 

(1) Large City 
a, (2) Suburb pf a Large City . 

(3) Medium-Size City . - 

(4) Suburb of a Medium-Size City 

(5) Small City 
i (6) Small Town 

, (7) Farm . 

(8) Open Country (not on a farm) 



NORC, 1972: "First, we are interested in the kind of communjfcty you would.pre- 
] fer to live in now, if you had your choice* 

In terms of size, if you could live in any size community you 
wanted, , which one of these would you like best? 
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♦ Appendix Table 3. (Cont») 



A large metropolitarn city (over 500,000 in population) 
A raedlum-olzed clt.y (50,000 to 500,000 In populatloh) 
A omallor city (10,000 to 50,000 In population), 
A to^^ or village (under 10,000 In population) \ 
In the country, outside of any city or village ; 

Cholcps: 



(1) A Large Metropolitan City (over 500,000 In 
population) 

(2) A Medium-Sized City "^(50, 000 to 500,000 l,n 
' population) 

(3) A Smaller City (10,000 to 50,000 In population) 

(4) A Town or Village (under 10,000 In population) 

(5) In the Country, Outolde of Any City or Village 

STATE AND REGIONAL STUDIES. ^ 
Wisconsin^ 1971: **If you could live ' In any size community you wanted to, 

would you prefer to live In a large city of 50,000 or over^ 
In a suburb next to a large ci):y. In a medlum-olze city. 
In a small city or town, or In a rural area?^' 

Choices: 

(1) Large City of 50,000 or Over - 

(2) Suburb -^Next to a Large City 

(3) Medium-Size City , ^ 

(4) Small City or Town . 
- (5) Rural Area 



"Of the kind of places listed below, in which one would you most 
desire to live for the rest your life?*- 
In a city 

Very large . V. 

. . Small 
Near a city 

In a town or village 

In the country but not on a farm 

On a farm 
Not near a dity 

In a town or village 
^ In the country but not on a farm 

On a farm 

Choices: 

(1) In a City 

Very Large ** 
Small * ' '-^ . 
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Appendix Table 3. (Cont.) 



<2) Near a City 

In a Town or Village 
In the Country but not on a Farm 
On a Farm 
(3) Not Near a City 

In a Town or Village 
In the Country but not on a Farm 
On a Farm 
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